Board Approved 2/12/2026

614: Student Advancement: Early Entry to 7th Grade 
1. Purpose
St. George Academy (SGA) is committed to ensuring that all students are placed in the grade level that best supports their academic success, social-emotional development, and long-term educational growth. This policy defines the requirements and review process for families seeking an early grade placement for a student who has not completed 6th grade but wishes to enroll directly in 7th grade.
2. Statement
Advancement into the 7th grade without completion of 6th grade is an exception to standard placement procedures and will only be considered for students who clearly demonstrate readiness academically, behaviorally, and socially. St. George Academy reserves the right to require a student to repeat the 7th grade placement if, after the academic school year, the student is not successful.
3. Procedure for Early Entry Request

3.1 A parent/guardian must submit a complete Early Entry Request Packet to the SGA Administrative Office at least 60 days prior to the start of the academic year.
3.2 Required Components of the Early Entry Request Packet
I. Parent/Guardian Request Form
Completed and signed request for grade advancement.
II. Recommendation Letter from an Educator
A written letter from a licensed educator familiar with the student’s academic performance and readiness. The letter should address academic work habits, maturity, social-emotional readiness, and reasons the student is prepared to skip 6th grade.
III. Academic Proficiency Evidence
Official math and reading scores demonstrating mastery at or above grade level. Acceptable assessments include, but are not limited to:
· RISE
· Acadience
· Star
· i-Ready
· Equivalent assessments may be accepted at the discretion of the Review Committee.
IV. Behavioral Assessment
A formal behavioral evaluation by the SGA counseling department demonstrating the student’s readiness for success in a 7th grade environment (including work habits, self-regulation, and peer interactions).
V. Summer Learning Commitment
A signed agreement by the parent/guardian to ensure the student completes the following 6th grade math skills over the summer prior to beginning 7th grade.
4. Required 6th Grade Math Skills for Summer Completion

4.1 Students advancing without completion of 6th grade must demonstrate, through evidence of study and/or work samples, competence in the following 6th grade math standards (aligned with USBE expectations):
I. Understanding Ratios
Students learn how to compare quantities (like 2 apples for every 3 oranges) and explain relationships using ratios.
II. Using Rates and Unit Rates
Students work with real-world rates such as speed, price per item, or cost per hour to solve everyday problems.
III. Percents and Real-Life Applications
Students find percentages, determine discounts, tips, and taxes, and solve problems involving parts and wholes.
IV. Dividing Fractions
Students learn how and why fraction division works and apply it to real-world situations like sharing food or measuring.
V. Working with Decimals
Students add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals accurately, building skills used in money and measurement.
VI. Understanding Positive and Negative Numbers
Students use negative numbers to represent real-world situations like temperatures, elevation, and finances.
VII. Number Lines and Coordinate Planes
Students plot points on graphs, work in all four quadrants, and understand how coordinates describe location.
VIII. Writing and Solving Equations
Students use letters to represent unknown values and solve simple equations and inequalities.
IX. Area, Surface Area, and Volume
Students find the area of triangles and polygons and calculate the surface area and volume of three-dimensional shapes.
X. Understanding and Analyzing Data
Students collect data, create graphs, and identify patterns, clusters, and outliers.
XI. Statistics: Mean, Median, and Variability
Students learn how to summarize data using averages, medians, and measures of spread to make sense of information.
5. Review Committee

5.1 The Early Entry Request Packet will be reviewed by a committee comprised of the Executive Director (or designee), a certified 6th/7th grade teacher at SGA, and a member of the SGA counseling team.
5.2 The committee will consider all evidence of readiness and may request additional evaluation data or assessment information before the student is accepted into the 7th grade.

6. Decision and Notification

6.1 Families will receive written notification from the school within 30 calendar days of the submission deadline. Decisions may be:
· Approved, 
· Approved with conditions (e.g., tutoring plan, periodic progress monitoring),
· Denied.
7. Post-Enrollment Monitoring

7.1 Students admitted under this policy will be monitored academically and behaviorally throughout the first semester. If a student is not successful in the 7th grade (as determined by grades, teacher recommendations, and benchmark assessments), SGA reserves the right to require the student to repeat the 7th grade.

8. Appeals

8.1 The parent/guardian may appeal a denial in writing to the Executive Director within 10 school days of receiving the decision.

